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n^ around her a crowd of critics more docile than Thomson
and quite as complaisant as Shenstone.    Let hut a Countess

Once own the happy lines,
How the wit brightens, how the style refines!

Though Thomson's first want on his arrival in London from
the North was a pair of shoes, and he lived for a time In great
indigence, he was comfortable enough at last. Lord Lyttleton
Introduced him to the Prince of "Wales (who professed himself
the patron of literature) and when his Highness question-
ed him ahout the state of his affairs, Thomson assured him
that they " were in a more poetical posture than formerly."
The prince hestowed upon the poet a pension, of a hundred
pounds a year, and when his friend Lord Lyttleton was in power
his Lordship obtained for him the office of Surveyor General of
the Leeward Islands. He sent a deputy there who was more
trustworthy than Thomas Moore's at Bermuda. Thomson's deputy
after deducting Ms own salary remitted his principal three hundred
pounds per annum, so that the bard * more fat than bard be-
seems' was not in a condition to grow thinner, and could afford
to make his cottage a Castle of Indolence. Leigh Hunt has versi-
fied an anecdote Illustrative of Thomson's luxurious idleness.
He who could describe " Indolence" so well, and so often appear-
ed in the part himself,

y                                                    Slippered, and with hands,

Each in a waistcoat pocket, (so that all
Might yet repose that could) was seen one morn
Eating a wondering peach from off the tree.

A little summer-house at Kichmond which Thomson made hia
study is still preserved, and even some articles of furniture, just
as he left them.* Over the entrance is erected a tablet on which
is the following inscription:

HERE

THOMSON SANG

THE SEASONS

AND THEIR CHANGE.

* The poet had a cottage and garden in Kew-foot-Lane at or near Rich-
mond. In the alcove in the garden is a small table made of the wood of
the walnut tree. There is a drawer to the table which in all probability